CHAPTER 5

PARKS AND TRAILS

INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

Nestled in the Minnesota River Valley, Jordan is recognized for its natural resources including its
bluffs and Sand Creek, historic resources including its Downtown Historic District, and active
recreational parks including the Mini Met ballpark and Lagoon Park.

The 2040 Jordan Comprehensive Plan envisions Jordan as the “hub” for a regional park and ftrail
system, with trails and/or a greenway system linking not only Jordan's current and future parks but
also Scoft County parks and ftrails, Carver County’s frails, and the Minnesota Valley State
Recreation Area. The Comprehensive Plan also envisions the city capitalizing on its natural
resources and building on its active recreational opportunities as a tourist destination.

The City of Jordan, at the fime of this Comprehensive Plan update, has fourteen (14) city-owned
parks. These land uses account for approximately 125 acres or six percent (6%) of the city’s total
acreage. In addition, there are a number of school district-owned facilities as well as privately-
owned recreational facilities which add to the quality of life in the area. The city’s residents and
businesses identify parks, trails, and recreational facilities as an important part of the quality of life
in Jordan. Recreation is viewed as an integral part of life, providing a necessary and satisfying
change from the things we usually do and the places where we spend most of our time.

A community survey, comments from City staff, and input from the Park and Recreation Advisory
Commission underscore the importance of creating and sustaining parks, frails, and recreational
facilities. These comments are included within this chapfter.

The purpose of this Chapter is to provide a proactive means to plan for parks, frails and
preservation of natural resources. It is intended fo:

- Serve as a guide for the development of new parks as annexation occurs, as well as
improvements to existing parks;

« Assist City staff, Park and Recreation Advisory Commission, and City Council in budgeting
capital expenditures;

« Establish policies and recommendations for parks, trails, and natural resource stewardship;

« Assist City staff and developers when platting property to be developed;

« Provide a plan to connect residents and employees to natural resources, places of
employment, schools, parks, natural resources, historic resources, and regional trail system;
and

- Establish policies to preserve, protect, maintain, and enhance natural resources that
contribute to the community’s rural atmosphere.

This chapter includes:

Park classifications;

Inventory of existing city and school park and recreation facilities;
Ofther area recreational opportunities;

Existing and future parkland needs;

Recreational standards and future facility needs;

Trails and pedestrian ways;
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7. Community input;

8. Administration, maintenance, and operations;
9. Financial resources; and

10. Goals and policies

PARK CLASSIFICATIONS

The City of Jordan features a number of existing park and recreation facilities. Recreation facilities
within the city can be described according to their type, population served, and location.

The following terms and descriptions shall be used to classify existing and future recreation
facilities:

Neighborhood Parks provide open space for passive recreation for all ages within a
neighborhood, particularly for the elderly and families with young children. An ideal neighborhood
park site is scenic or wooded and located a maximum of one-quarter mile, which is normal
walking distance, from primary users. Suggested minimum size for this type of park is one acre. Site
development should include sidewalks, benches, landscaping, and play features for preschoolers.
Trails should connect neighborhood parks with other parks and neighborhoods.

Neighborhood Playgrounds are usually provided in conjunction with education and institutional
facilities and primarily serve the recreation needs of children ages 5 to 12. Individual neighborhood
playground size is dependent on the types of activities it supports and the facilities it provides. Play
features, ballfields, basketball and tennis courts, and open play fields are common components.
The service area is highly variable, but it usually has a radius of one-quarter mile.

Community Parks typically serve several neighborhoods and are under municipal administration.
Although size may vary, community parks are usually more spacious than neighborhood parks or
playgrounds. In addition to the kinds of facilities provided at neighborhood parks, these parks may
provide swimming pools, picnic areas, more elaborate play fields, restroom facilities and ftennis
courts. Community parks serve people of all ages and have an effective service area radius of
one-half mile.

Citywide Parks may serve some or all types of a community’s recreation needs. They can provide
a wide range of activities for all age groups or may be very specific. In addition to some of the
facilities provided by other types of parks, citywide parks may contain an area for nature study,
hiking and riding trails, pond fishing, spectator sports and numerous other activities. However, in
many small communities, a citywide park is sometimes designated as such not because of its size
and/or variety of recreation facilities, but because it is the only park available to the community.

Specialized Recreation Areas may include but are not limited to; golf courses, historic sites,
conservancy areas, linear trails, and floodplains. Most specialized recreation areas have limited
active recreation value, are not developed as multipurpose recreation areas, or are not always
available for use by the public. Specialized areas are an important adjunct fo a community and
its park and open space program.

Regional Parks are an area of natural or ornamental quality for nature-oriented outdoor
recreation such as picnicking, boating, fishing, swimming, camping, and frail use. Regional parks
serve people of all ages and serve a regional population.
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EXISTING PARK AND RECREATION INVENTORY

I. LOCAL PARKS

There are fifteen (15) municipal parks and special recreation areas along with several additional
school and private recreation areas in the City of Jordan. Following is a listing of the park and
recreational facilities existing in the City of Jordan. Map 5-1 illustrates the location of these facilities,
and Table 5-1 identifies the features in each one.

A. Brentwood Park (North of 9t Street and west of Hooper Ct.) -1.21 acres.
Located in the northwest side of Jordan, Brentwood Park is a neighborhood park which
offers area residents open space, playground equipment and a basketball court. The park
can be accessed from either Jennifer Lane or 9t Street. No off-street parking is provided.

B. Bridle Creek Park (Bridle Creek Drive) — 3.88 acres.
Located on the south side of Jordan, this
neighborhood park includes playground
equipment, a basketball court, benches, a gazebo,
picnic fables, a grill, and an ice rink. The park is
accessible via sidewalk, with no off-street parking
available. The park includes a large open grassy
area for recreational use as well as an adjacent
stformwater pond.
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A private park also exists within the Bridle Creek
Subdivision. This park includes a small outdoor pool,
play area and picnic table. Residents must be part
of an association to utilize the facilities.

C. Fireman’s Park (Sunset Drive

and Creek Lane) — Two parcels
totaling 4.33 acres.
This  specialized recreation
area includes an American
Flag, two benches, and a
number of memorial markers
fo recognize past firefighters. A
sidewalk provides access to
the park. No off-street parking
is provided.
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D. Jackie Holzer Park (West of Syndicate Street and south of Valley View Drive). - 20.79 acres.
This community park is located on the north side of Highway 169 and is adjacent to Sand
Creek. The park features three youth fields, bleachers, restrooms, two shelters, picnic
fables, and a playground. A large grassy open area and frees provide a natural sefting in
the remainder of the park. Sewer and water are available for future improvements (i.e.
bathrooms) to the shelter located near the little league field. Off-street parking is available.

E. Lagoon Park (Adjacent to Mill Pond, east
of Juergens Circle) -11.7 acres.
This citywide park is centrally located in
the City of Jordan. It features a wide
variety  of  recreational  amenities
including four horseshoe pits, three
shelters with numerous picnic tables, grills,
a gazebo, playground equipment, two
sand volleyball courts, Mill Pond which
offers a swimming beach, fishing dock,
and ice skating. The park offers views of
Sand Creek, frails, benches, plumbed
restrooms, off-street paved parking lofs,
water fountains, and open green space.
An enclosed picnic shelter, with kitchen facilities and restrooms was completed with
assistance from the Lions Club and City of Jordan in 2016. A boat rental and concession
stand were implemented near the Mill Pond Swimming Beach in 2017.
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F. Log Cabin- (Varner Street South and First Street East) — The Commercial Club owns this
historic log cabin, which was one of the first homes in Jordan. This specialized recreation
area is located in Downtown Jordan on a 3,366 square foot parcel.
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